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NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2009
Linking with other inter faith organisations in South London

South London Inter Faith Group is again this year convening a meeting for representatives of inter faith organisations across South London. Invitations have been sent to 24 local organisations (see below*) and to the SACREs (Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education) in the 12 Boroughs.

The meeting is open to all who have an interest and will take place on Sunday 4 October 2009, 3pm - 5pm, at All Saints’ Church, Prince of Wales Drive, Battersea Park, SW11 4BD by kind agreement of Fr Anand.
The programme will include brief news and plans from each organization, with special emphasis on National Inter Faith Week, 15-21 November 2009. Attention will then turn to Olympic Year, 2012. Sarah Thorley will share her experience of arranging 13 Inter Faith Walks in different parts of South London with the aim of encouraging organisations to plan walks in their own areas in 2012. A buffet meal will follow at 5pm.

Do join us on 4 October if you can. You may be already active in one of the organisations, or you may like to get in touch with one of them, or meet others interested in starting a new one. Or you may simply have a general interest in encouraging these activities.
Remembrance Sunday 2009

Our Remembrance Sunday programme this year is part of a cluster of events at Southwark Cathedral in collaboration with the World Congress of Faiths (WCF) and with great assistance from Canon Bruce Saunders.
From Saturday 17 October until Thursday 12 November the Global Ethic Exhibition will be on display in the Cathedral. Conceived and designed by the Global Ethic Foundation in Tübingen, the exhibition invites the viewer to become acquainted with essentials of some world religions and their ethical message in its relevance for contemporary society. The exhibition is closely associated with theologian Hans Küng, who has written that: “People of all religions know far too little about one another; above all they know far too little about what all the religious and ethical traditions have in common. This exhibition tries to contribute towards changing that.” Of particular interest is the section on ‘The Golden Rule’ in the world religions. (For example, ‘This is the sum of duty: do nothing to others which would cause you pain if done to you’ Mahabharata XIII,114,8.)
Whilst the exhibition is up, on Thursday 5 November at 7pm, the WCF’s 2010 Moral Maze will take place in the Cathedral. The topic this year will be Greed or Need? This is a response of course to the recent crises in banking, financial markets and economics, but there is also a clear connection to the Global Ethic exhibition and to the Golden Rule. 

A multi faith panel will question expert witnesses, expected to include:

Canon Peter Challen, Chair of Christian Council for Monetary Justice;

Prof. Vince Daley, School of Economics, University of Kingston;

Duncan Law, Chair of Transition Town Brixton;

Richard D North, Writer & commentator on conservative cultural thought.

Then on Sunday 8 November at 4.15pm, we come to Prayers for Peace on Remembrance Sunday. As Hans Küng famously put it, there will be ‘no peace among the nations without peace among the religions’. During the hour from 4.30pm prayers, readings and reflections will be offered by invited representatives of faith traditions. At 5.30pm a vegetarian meal will be served in the adjoining Cathedral Education Centre. This will be the 10th year in succession that inter faith prayer for peace on Remembrance Sunday has been part of SLIFG’s programme.
Informal lunchtime meetings at Streatham Friends Meeting House

As from August, the monthly lunchtime meetings at the Friends Meeting House, Redlands Way, SW2 3LU, have switched from Fridays to Thursdays, which is a more suitable day for multi faith gatherings. Arrival is from 12.00 for a vegetarian lunch served at 12.30pm. Then from 1pm until 2pm news and experience of inter faith activities is shared, often along with a short talk on a particular topic by one of those present.
The dates for the rest of 2009 are

Thursday 24 September 
during Peace Week
Thursday 22 October 
during One World Week
Thursday 19 November 
during National Inter Faith Week

Thursday 17 December
Do come and find us on one of these Thursdays if you are free.
Scriptural Explorations

Following Jane Morley’s original suggestion, our pilot series of meetings for scriptural explorations eventually took the following shape:

· In July, texts on the theme ‘Hospitality’ were presented from Buddhism by Maire Pompe, from Hinduism by Ganesh Lall and from Islam by Ebrahim Rashid.
· In August, texts on the theme ‘Prayer’ were presented from 
Jainism by Jyotsna Samji, from Judaism by Rabbi Philip Ginsbury, and from Sikhism by Balbir Singh Bakhshi.
· In September, texts on the theme ‘Marriage’ were presented from the Baha’i Faith by Mitra Djalili, from Christianity by Revd Ken Woolhouse and from Zoroastrianism by Shahrokh Vafadari.
The care taken by the 9 presenters in choosing their texts, presenting them to a meeting within the tight time constraints and responding to the ensuing discussion was much appreciated. This is probably one of the very first occasions on which all 9 faiths have participated in a programme in the scriptural reasoning genre. There will be a review meeting in October to assess the pilot series for any lessons to be learned and to recommend whether SLIFG should arrange further meetings of this kind

Training for new lay ministers in the Anglican Diocese of Southwark

Helen Bailey is the facilitator for this year’s course with four sessions during September and early October. The sessions will include a focus on dialogue, assisted by Bernard Mordan of Kagyu Samye Dzong Buddhist Centre, and visits to the Hyderi Islamic Centre and the South London Liberal Synagogue.

UN International Peace Day and the London Week of Peace

September 21 is the United Nations International Peace Day and sets the dates of the London Week of Peace (20-27 September this year). The newly formed Faiths Together in Lambeth is holding an Inter Faith Peace Picnic – open to all - in St Matthew’s Gardens in the centre of Brixton from 3pm until 5pm on Sunday 20 September. 

London Week of Peace this year coincides with major festivals in Hinduism, Islam and Judaism. September 20 is (a) the second day of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year; (b) probably the last day of Ramadan, the eve of Eid-ul-Fitr; and (c) comes at the beginning of Navaratri.  Recognising that these observances make it difficult for some to be present, the Lambeth Peace Picnic programme will include brief presentations on the significance of these festivals.
Faithful Friends in Kingston and Ham

There is to be a Study Day with Dr Chris Hewer on 'Jesus and Muhammad', 10am - 4pm on Monday 28 September. at the Milaap Centre, Acre Road, Kingston. Contact: Diana Mills, 020 8948 3276
If you would like to know more about any of the items in this Newsletter please contact
Alan Gadd
24 Holmewood Gardens, London SW2 3RS

020 8678 8977
secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk 

* Bexley Multi Faith Forum, Faiths Together in Croydon, Greenwich Multi Faith Forum, Thamesmead Inter Faith Forum, Kingston Inter Faith Forum, Faithful Friends (Kingston & Ham), Faiths Together in Lambeth, Lambeth Multi Faith Action Group, Clapham & Stockwell Faith Forum, S London Branch of The CCJ, Faith in Lewisham, London South East Three Faith Forum, London SE Three Faith Women's Forum, Merton Inter Faith Forum, Wimbledon Inter Faith Group, Tranquillity Zone, SW London Branch of The CCJ, Richmond Inter Faith Forum, Southwark Multi Faith Forum, Faith Around The Elephant, Sutton Faith and Belief Forum, Wandsworth Multi Faith Network, Balham & Tooting Community Association (BATCA), Furzedown Festival





