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Your Committee
After the AGM in March some vacancies remained on the Committee. In accordance with the constitution, several of these have been filled for the period up to the next AGM in March 2007. At the time of writing the Committee is as follows.
Alan Gadd (Secretary), Ebrahim Rashid (Treasurer), 
Robert Oulton (Membership Secretary), Rizwan Ali Bhai, Tima Beckett, Ruth Glassock, Ganesh Lall, 
Thelma Lewis Suzanne Rees Glanister, Joan Rich, Balbir Singh Bakhshi

It is pleasing to note that Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faith traditions are represented among the Committee members.
Also in attendance at Committee meetings are our two part-time workers:
Siriol Davies    (Evaluation of different models of inter faith activity)
Sarah Thorley  (Improved understanding of South London’s multi-faith situation)
Soheib Iraj is kindly deputising for Ruth Glassock on the Committee at present. We are very grateful to the Baha’i community for its initiative in suggesting this arrangement. We are also greatly indebted to John Beckett who deputises for Tima on the Committee when she is unavailable as well as working with Rob Oulton and other volunteers when it comes to preparing and dispatching a mailing.
Obituary

SLIFG lost a faithful member with the death of Marjorie Turner on 29 July in her 100th year. Many will recall Marjorie’s steadfast commitment in the face of reduced mobility and failing eyesight. Eric Bramstead and Daphne Phillips were among those who attended Marjorie’s Quaker funeral.
Web-site development
Bhupinder Singh has made encouraging progress with the design and implementation of the SLIFG web-site. Progress would have been even greater if the Secretary had succeeded in supplying Bhupinder more promptly with the necessary input. The web-site name is www.southlondoninterfaith.org.uk , but it has not yet gone live.
Canon Guy Wilkinson visits SLIFG

The meeting on September 19 was kindly hosted by Stockwell Green Islamic Centre, and featured a talk by Canon Guy Wilkinson, the Church of England’s national advisor on inter faith relations. Responding to an invitation to reflect on faith responses to the London bombings of July 2005, Guy offered us a comprehensive survey of the ‘new story’ and the ‘old story’ of inter faith relations that deserves further thought and discussion. To this end, Guy has made his text available to SLIFG, and members can get a copy from Alan Gadd on request, either as an e-mail attachment or, if you would like a printed copy, please send an A5 self-addressed envelope with a standard first or second class stamp affixed.
Training Module – Multi-Faith Relationships in Britain Today
This 5-session inter faith training module has been run twice in recent months for the Anglican Diocese of Southwark, as part of a Summer School (June/July) and again for newly qualified lay ministers (September/October). Both courses were fully subscribed (22 and 20 participants respectively) and the feedback seems to confirm that they were filling a need. 
In each case the aim of this module was to offer an experience of three faith communities in South London, to learn together from these experiences, and to become aware of local and national inter faith initiatives.
On the first course the visits were to the South London Liberal Synagogue, the Hyderi Islamic Centre, and the Caribbean Hindu Society. On the second course the visits were to the Wimbledon Reform Synagogue, the Sunni Muslim Association, and the Jamyang Buddhist Centre.
It might be valuable if this module was generalized to make it suitable for use in a variety of faith communities. 

Ten Years of Inter Faith Walks

The 10th annual Inter Faith Walk took place on 2 July 2006. In recent years the Walk has been planned in cooperation with a local inter faith organisation, and this year this was the South East London Three Faiths Forum. Starting at the Lewisham and Kent Islamic Centre, the route included Holy Cross RC Church, and St Laurence’s Anglican Church, and Catford Orthodox Synagogue, and ended at Bromley Reform Synagogue. The inclusion of two Synagogues of different traditions was a special feature his year, and so the walk took place for the first time on a Sunday rather than a Saturday.

A presentation was made to Sarah Thorley in gratitude for her role in organising all ten of the walks and producing her characteristic maps each year. The Committee would be glad to receive suggestions for next year’s walk.
Future dates for SLIFG
Sunday 12 November, 4.15pm, in Southwark Cathedral, London Bridge, SE1 9DA
For a second year in succession, our Prayers for World Peace on Remembrance Sunday will be in Southwark Cathedral. During the hour from 4.30pm prayers, readings and reflections will be offered by invited representatives of the faith traditions. After 5.30pm a vegetarian meal will be served, generously provided by the Hyderi Islamic Centre. 

Tuesday 5 December, 7.30pm, at St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, 70 Wellesley Road, Croydon CR0 2AR
A screening of the film Blessed Saint Mary that presents the Muslim story of Mary (Miriam) and the virgin birth of Jesus (Isa), as compiled from the Holy Qur’an and other Muslim sources by Dr M. Saeed Bahmanpour of the Islamic College for Advanced Studies.
Informal lunch meeting at All Saints’, Battersea
The next meeting in this series is planned for Friday 15 December, 12.30-2.00pm. As usual there will be a vegetarian lunch and then a chance to share news and experiences around the inter faith theme. All Saints’ is located at Battersea Park, in Prince of Wales Drive (SW11 4BD)
Other events that have been notified.

Saturdays 21 October & 18 November, 10am-4pm, at Friends’ Meeting House, 59 Wandsworth High Street, SW18
Art and Spirituality Network workshops

Contact: Linda Murgatroyd at 020 8946 8365
Sunday 22 October, 2.30pm at Holy Trinity Church, Trinity Rise, Tulse Hill, SW2 2QP

‘Sacred Origins – a journey through the world’s great faiths’

Guest speaker Mark Perry-Nash

Contact: Lambeth Multi-Faith Action Group at 020 8688 1718

Sunday 22 October, 7.30pm in the Lower Hall, Sacred Heart Church, Edge Hill, Wimbledon, SW19 4LU
‘Reconciling Israelis & Palestinians’, led by Robi Damelin and Ali Abu Awad, of the Bereaved Families Forum 

Contact: Wimbledon Inter Faith Group at 0208 542 9618
22-29 October
Week of Prayer for World Peace

An inter faith prayer leaflet is available.

Contact: Mrs Lesley Daisley at 020 8968 4340

Monday 20 November, 7pm at Essex Unitarian Church, 112 Palace Gardens Terrace, W8 4RT
‘Morality without Religion?’ – a Moral Maze Debate

Contact: World Congress of Faiths, 020 8959 3129 or 01935 864055
Tuesdays 9 January – 20 March, 1pm – 3pm at All Saints’ Church, Prince of Wales Drive, Battersea, SW11 4BD
‘Understanding Islam’ - A 10 week course led by Dr Chris Hewer of the St Ethelburga’s Centre

Contact: Alan Gadd, as below
Enquiries about any of the items in this newsletter may be addressed to
Alan Gadd, Secretary, SLIFG

24 Holmewood Gardens, London SW2 3RS

020 8678 8977

holmewood24@surefish.co.uk
