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The 2009/10 Committee

The AGM took place on Sunday 15 March at St Mary’s West Croydon, and our thanks are due to Provost Joseph Collins and his staff for their kindness. The following were elected to the committee for the current year: 

Rizwan Ali Bhai, Helen Bailey, Balbir Singh Bakhshi, Tima Beckett, Alan Gadd as Secretary, Louis Kleinman, Rashid Laher, Ganesh Lall, Thelma Lewis, Bernard Mordan, and Ebrahim Rashid as Treasurer. 

Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faith traditions are represented among these committee members. It was agreed to keep one committee place open in the hope that it might be filled later by a Baha’i representative. The committee met on 19 April and co-opted Sarah Thorley and Siriol Davies as additional members. Bernard Mordan was reappointed as Membership Secretary and John Beckett kindly agreed to continue looking after the committee minutes as well as (with help) the mailings to members.
Jain and Zoroastrian Links
The AGM succeeded in its aim of renewing links with Jain and Zoroastrian friends in South London. For this we are indebted to Jyotsna Samji, Trusit Shah and Prakash Patalia, and to Soonu Engineer, Sammy Bhiwandiwalla and Renu Setna for their participation and interesting presentations. We are hopeful of strengthening these links.

The 2009 Inter Faith Walk in Kingston and Surbiton

Sarah Thorley has again led the way in organising the 13th annual Walk, to take place in Kingston and Surbiton on Sunday 5 July. It will be only the second time the Walk has taken place a Sunday and, as in Catford in 2006, this is in recognition that the synagogue visits would not be convenient on a Saturday. This year’s Walk has being planned in conjunction with Kingston Inter Faith Forum. Sarah’s characteristic map is now available to guide us through the route. Here are the addresses, with post codes, of the five places of worship to be visited.

· Greek Orthodox Church of St George, Borough Road, KT2 6BD
· Kingston Mosque, 55-57 East Road , KT2 6EJ
· Quaker Meeting House, 78 Eden Street, KT1 1DJ
· Kingston, Surbiton and District Synagogue, 33-35 Uxbridge Road, KT1 2LL
· Kingston Sikh Gurdwara, 58 Lower Marsh Lane, KT1 3BJ
This promises to be another excellent day for learning and friendship. Do join part or all of the Walk if you can.
Informal Friday lunch meetings

Friday lunch meetings have been taking place at All Saints’ Battersea on a quarterly basis for several years. Meanwhile an opportunity has opened up to hold similar meetings at Streatham Friends Meeting House and meetings were arranged in April and May as an experiment,

These two meeting went off well, helped by lovely sunshine and the nice garden. In all, 18 people attended and there were a similar number of apologies. The attendees included people who had come from Ham in the west, Woolwich in the east and Coulsdon in the south, so the experiment has given reassurance about accessibility from around South London. The venue itself proved very convenient, and it was agreed to continue the experiment for the rest of 2009, meeting at Streatham Friends Meeting House once every month instead of quarterly as before. The next meeting will be on Friday 26 June. 

Scriptural Explorations

Following the mention in the previous newsletter of Jane Morley’s suggestion about scriptural reasoning, there were expressions of interest from 13 people. From among these, 7 got together in May and devised a pilot project that they decided to call ‘scriptural explorations’ in order to strike a slightly different note. Afternoon meetings (2.30-4pm) are now planned for Thursday 9 July and Thursday 6 August at Streatham Friends Meeting House. The plan is that on 9 July there will be presentations of selected texts from Buddhist, Hindu, and Muslim scriptures on the theme ‘hospitality’, and that on 6 August there will be presentations of texts from Jain, Jewish and Sikh scriptures on the theme of ‘prayer’. With the meetings scheduled for only 90 minutes and with presentations from 3 faiths, it is easy to see that each presentation needs to be limited to 10minutes so that there can be time for responses from those attending. If you would like to attend either or both of these two initial meetings, please let us know so that sufficient copies of the texts can be prepared.

London Probation Service

SLIFG’s participation in LpCAP (the London Probation Service’s Community Advisory Panel) gets under way this month with a meeting on the 8th. Further meetings are scheduled in September and November. Ebrahim Rashid, Louis Kleinman and Alan Gadd will represent SLIFG at these meetings whenever possible. The meetings will keep under review the London Probation Equality Scheme and update the Action Plan based upon it. ‘Religion and Belief’ is one of the six ‘areas of Equality’ in the Scheme.
Remembrance Sunday 2009

Prayer for Peace on Remembrance Sunday is now an established feature of the SLIFG calendar. After 5 years at St Matthew's Church, Brixton, there were two years at Southwark Cathedral. The event took place at Kingston Mosque in 2007 and last year we were pleased to share with Greenwich Multi Faith Forum in a Multi Faith Act of Remembrance at the Firepower Museum in Woolwich.
This year, on Sunday 8 November we shall be returning to Southwark Cathedral for an event held jointly with the World Congress of Faiths. This will begin at 4.15pm and will be followed at 5.30pm by a meal in the adjoining Education Centre. The Hans Küng Global Ethic exhibition will be in the Cathedral’s South Transept from 17 October until 12 November, and the WCF is arranging a Moral Maze event on a global ethic theme in the Cathedral on Thursday 5 November at 7pm.
Linking with local inter faith organisations in South London

Many SLIFG members are active also in local inter faith organisations around South London, and sometimes the experience built up in SLIFG is useful to other organisations. We will be inviting representatives of local inter faith organisations to a meeting on Sunday 4 October at 3pm. It will be the third such occasion. The 2007 and 2008 meetings were useful in strengthening links and enabling an exchange of ideas about activities. Details of this year’s meeting will be available soon.

Proposal for 2012

SLIFG would like to work with other organisations to plan a coordinated inter faith walk event in 2012 at the time of the Olympics and Paralympics. This will be discussed at our meeting for representatives of local inter faith organisations on Sunday 4 October. The aim would be to use this time when the global spotlight is on London to celebrate the multi faith character of London and to demonstrate the inter faith collaboration that is taking place. 

There are three alternative patterns, which are not mutually exclusive.

i. Like the year 2000, when several walks from different directions converged on one point (Battersea Park in 2000).
ii. As many as possible local inter faith walks across the whole of London on the same weekend. Local groups might choose Saturday or Sunday, or both, depending on Jewish involvement in particular.
iii. A single walk or march near the Olympic sites, or in central London, to which participants would come from all over London. 

The dates of the 2012 Olympics are Friday 27 July - Sunday 12 August and the dates of the Paralympics are 29 August – 9 September. Ramadan will begin around 20 July. The weekend of 21 and 22 July is the closest before the Olympics but, because of Ramadan, 14 and 15 July may be preferred.

An outline proposal has been sent to Duncan Green, the Community Relations Faith Advisor for the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Duncan has responded that he thought the proposal was a good one but that there would be security implications. He said the proposal will be on the agenda of a newly formed faith reference group for the Olympics. 
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