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25 years committed to greater understanding among people of faith

NEWSLETTER

JUNE 2006
Faith Communities Capacity Building Fund (FCCBF) grant
As you will know by now, South London Inter Faith Group made a successful application to the Community Development Foundation for funds from the FCCBF. SLIFG was awarded £18,100, to be spent during the 12 months from 1 April 2006 on proposals agreed by FCCBF.
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SLIFG has now taken significant steps forward in putting this grant to use. We have recruited two people, each to work one day a week. Sarah Thorley’s task is An improved understanding of South London’s multi-faith situation, whilst Siriol Davies will be working on Evaluation of different models of inter faith activity.

SLIFG has also commissioned Bhupinder Singh to design and implement a web site. Bhupinder has a good track record in this work in that he is the developer of the recently improved web site of the Inter Faith Network for the UK which may be seen at www.interfaith.org.uk. SLIFG is, of course, affiliated to the Inter Faith Network.
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Treasurer
When the AGM elected Alan Gadd to be the Secretary in March this year, the post of Treasurer, which Alan had filled for the previous two years, became vacant. The Committee is very pleased to announce that Ebrahim Rashid has accepted its invitation to become the new Treasurer, and he will progressively take over the duties in the coming months. Ebrahim will be known to many for his sustained commitment to the improvement of inter faith relationships.
Summer School

For several years past the Anglican Diocese of Southwark has run a Summer School which has included an inter faith module. In the light of some recent changes in the structuring of inter faith work in the Diocese, it has been considered opportune that the 2006 module be offered in the name of South London Inter Faith Group. The module will consist of visits to South London Liberal Synagogue, the Hyderi Islamic Centre, and the Caribbean Hindu Society, along with two evenings for group reflection and teaching. It may be possible to develop this into a module that could usefully be offered to a number of different faith communities. Details may be found at
http://www.southwark.anglican.org/training/training1_summer.htm#10 .
It is pleasing that all 22 places on this module had been taken up before the end of May. For the visit to South London Liberal Synagogue on Saturday 24 June (10.45am–12.45pm), however, there are 7 spare places because 7 of the 22 people have another commitment that day. If you would like to take up one or more of these 7 places, please get in touch with Alan Gadd.
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Inter Faith Walk 2006

This year’s South London Inter Faith walk on Sunday 2 July has been planned in collaboration with the South East London Three Faiths Forum. The route runs from the southern edge of Lewisham, through Catford, to the northern side of Bromley, with visits to an Islamic Centre, an Anglican Church, a Roman Catholic Church, an Orthodox Synagogue and a Reform Synagogue. The inclusion of the two synagogues has prompted a change from a Saturday event as previously to a Sunday for the first time this year. This will be the 10th Walk organised by Sarah Thorley, and SLIFG owes her a tremendous debt. Her characteristic flyer/map giving full details is being mailed along with this newsletter, and is available also from the Secretary.
Future dates for SLIFG
Tuesday 19 September, exact time and venue to be notified later An evening meeting with Canon Guy Wilkinson, who is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Secretary for Inter Faith Relations.

Sunday 12 November, exact time and venue to be notified later
Late afternoon, on Remembrance Sunday, our annual Inter Faith Prayers for Peace.

Tuesday 5 December, 7.30pm, at St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, 70 Wellesley Road, Croydon CR0 2AR
A screening of the film Blessed Saint Mary, which tells the story of Mary and the Virgin birth of Jesus according to Islamic sources.
Informal lunch meeting at All Saints’, Battersea
The next meeting in this series is planned for Friday 23 June, 12.30-2.00pm. As usual there will be a vegetarian lunch and then a chance to share news and experiences around the inter faith theme. All Saints’ is located at Battersea Park, in Prince of Wales Drive.

Other events that have been notified.

Friday 2 June at 6pm Shavuot Festival at the South London Liberal Synagogue
Contact: Synagogue office at 020 8769 4787

Saturday 17 June at 2pm 21st Anniversary Celebration of the London Peace Pagoda, Battersea Park.
Contact: Revd G Nagase at 020 7228 9620
Sunday 18 June 40th Anniversary Celebration of the Buddhapadipa Temple, Wimbledon.

Contact: Revd Dhammacaro at 020 8946 1357 or dhammacaro@yahoo.co.uk
1-2 July in Kew Gardens & 8-9 July in Regents Park  Salaam Music Village 

A Celebration of Arts and Culture from the Islamic World 

Details and free vouchers:  020 7841 0505 or www.culturalco-operation.org 

Monday 3 July, 5pm-8pm, The Assembly Rooms, Brixton Town Hall

Wellbeing in Lambeth: How can Faith Communities rise to the challenge?
An event arranged jointly by Lambeth Primary Care Trust and South London and Maudsley NHS Trust. Contact: Mark Sutherland at 020 7919 2815
Sunday 6 August, 2.30pm, Streatham Friends’ Meeting House, Redlands Way, SW2 (very near Holmewood Road bus stop at the top of Brixton Hill) ‘Feasts and Fasts – Food and the Faiths’

Contact: Lambeth Multi-Faith Action Group at 020 8688 1718

Wednesday 9 August, from Westminster Cathedral (7.30pm) to the Peace Pagoda in Battersea Park (8.15pm) 

Nagasaki Day Peace Walk and Floating Lantern Ceremony.

Contact: Revd G Nagase at 020 7228 9620
Saturdays 9 September, 21 October, 18 November, 10am-4pm, at Wandsworth Friends’ Meeting House, 59 Wandsworth High Street, SW18 Art and Spirituality Network workshops

Contact: Linda Murgatroyd at 020 8946 8365.

16-17 September at the University of York

Prayer as Meeting: a weekend gathering of Muslims and Christians celebrating and exploring their experience and understanding of prayer Contact: Christian Meditation Trust at 020 7833 9615
Sunday 22 October, 2.30pm, at Holy Trinity Church, Tulse Hill ‘Sacred Origins’ – a talk by Mark Perry-Nash

Contact: Lambeth Multi-Faith Action Group at 020 8688 1718

Enquiries about any of the items in this newsletter may be addressed to
Alan Gadd, Secretary, SLIFG

24 Holmewood Gardens, London SW2 3RS

020 8678 8977

holmewood24@surefish.co.uk
