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NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 2009
The Annual General Meeting

This year the AGM will be on Sunday 15 March, beginning at 4pm, and will be followed by a shared vegetarian meal at 6pm. We are grateful to Provost Joseph Collins for the opportunity to meet in the Parish Hall at St Mary, West Croydon, 70 Wellesley Road, CR0 2AR, and we thank Tima and John Beckett for making the arrangement on behalf of SLIFG.

The first part of the programme will be the business meeting, including elections. The constitution of SLIFG states that the AGM will ‘elect the secretary and treasurer and other members of the committee, making every effort to include representatives of the main faiths in South London’. The outgoing Committee is working to secure nominations for the new Committee that reflect that requirement. The constitution also states that ‘nominations for officers and members of the committee should be submitted to the secretary seven days before the AGM’.

The AGM will also be considering three small changes to the constitution.

Our membership of the Inter Faith Network for the UK prompts us to a particular recognition of nine religions – Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, and Zoroastrian. Seven of these religions have been represented on our Committee in recent years, but the Committee has lacked input from Jain and Zoroastrian perspectives. 

It is not that Jains or Zoroastrians are absent from South London. There is the Oshwal Mahajanwadi Jain Temple in Croydon, and there is the ZSL (Zoroastrians in South London) group. So we have invited Jain and Zoroastrian friends to join us at this year’s AGM, and in the second part of the event they will make brief introductory presentations.
Do join us for an interesting and important afternoon, and bring your friends – it is an open event.

Transition Towns

Apologies are due from the Committee that some members received late notification of the meeting on Thursday 5 February at St Peter’s Centre, Vauxhall, about Transition Towns. Coming in the week of London’s heavy snowfall, a small attendance was probably inevitable. The 10 of us who were present benefited from an excellent presentation by Duncan Law of Transition Town Brixton. The message was that climate change and dwindling oil extraction will combine to require transition to more local, lower energy economies which will in turn engender closer community relationships, thus turning a crisis into a blessing. This is clearly a matter of importance for people of faith, and it would seem good if local inter faith organisations establish links with nearby Transition initiatives. So we plan to give some time to ‘transition’ at this year’s meeting for representatives of local inter faith organisations. Meanwhile, a big thank you to Duncan, and to Rebecca Brewin for the opportunity to meet at St Peter’s Centre.
Faith Forum for London

The Faith Forum for London is in the final stages of being established as one of the nine regional faith forums for England. Harmander Singh is the development worker. The Forum is undertaking a research project across all London Boroughs to try to find out what work is being done by faith communities to improve the lives, wellbeing and opportunities of Londoners, especially those disadvantaged socially or economically. The results of the project will help to gather information to help assess areas where there may be either an overlap of provision or a lack of provision and the full report will be made available to all faith communities. The questionnaire has been kept as short as possible. It may be accessed at www.londonfaithsurvey.org.uk. There is a link on the SLIFG website. Alternatively, the questionnaire may be obtained in hard copy from SLIFG. With an eye to future developments, faith communities would be wise to register the work they do with Faiths Forum for London using this questionnaire.
Scriptural Reasoning
Jane Morley has raised the possibility of Scriptural Reasoning groups in South London. These would be multi-faith groups meeting around particular themes for shared reading of selected texts from the scriptures of each faith. The idea of Scriptural Reasoning is set out along with some themes and texts at www.scripturalreasoning.org.uk. Most of the activity so far has involved Jews, Christians and Muslims, but it would be contrary to the SLIFG ethos to exclude other faiths. It could be, for example, that Baha’is and Zoroastrians would join Jews, Christians, and Muslims in one group and that a Buddhist/Hindu/Jain/Sikh group would meet in parallel. Those without a declared faith could choose the group that most interested them. At this stage we would like to know of experience you may have in Scriptural Reasoning, particularly if there are already existing groups in South London, and any interest you may have in taking part. Jane is hoping to be present during the shared meal at the end of the AGM on 15 March. In the meantime, please send any responses to Alan Gadd (contact details at the end of this newsletter).
London Probation Service

SLIFG has accepted an invitation to become part of the London Probation Community Advisory Panel. This Panel is intended to be an innovative way for London Probation to give a voice to community groups, voluntary sector organisations and community experts on a range of issues.  The panel is composed of representatives from the Voluntary and Community Sector working in a range of different areas, reflecting the different areas of work in London Probation’s Equality and Diversity Directorate. The panel will advise on devising policies or the impact of changes on vulnerable groups, be they staff or other service users. It may also design and assist in implementing new projects. Panel members will be contracted with five individual days to be represented at Panel meetings, prepare for meetings and carry out additional consultative work where relevant. 

A South London Inter Faith Diary?
The Committee has warmed to an idea from Ganesh Lall that we should develop an inter faith diary. So we are hoping to design, produce and distribute 1000 copies of a South London Inter Faith Diary for 2010. There would be introductory pages about local faith communities, and then the festivals and other special dates of each faith will be displayed, using faith symbols, on the relevant dates.

Bernard Mordan has done excellent work on his computer to demonstrate the feasibility of preparing such a diary for printing. Bernard has also obtained cost estimates and using these we applied for £4,600 from the Grassroots Grants scheme. This application was turned down on the grounds that free online interfaith calendars are readily available. But a calendar is not a diary. We hope to find other sources of the modest funds required to initiate this project.
Informal Friday lunch meetings at All Saints’ Church, Battersea Park
The next meeting in this series is planned for Friday 27 March, with a vegetarian lunch at 12.30pm and then a sharing of news and experiences, 1pm - 2pm. All Saints’ is located in Prince of Wales Drive (SW11 4BD).

Inter Faith Walk in Kingston

We are expecting the 2009 Walk (our 13th) to take place in Kingston on Sunday 5 July. Sarah Thorley, Jean Cousens and Rashid Ali Laher are this month checking out the details of a provisional route that would include the Greek Orthodox Church of St George; Kingston Mosque; Kingston Quakers; Kingston, Surbiton and District Synagogue and the very new Kingston Gurdwara. Access by public transport would be via Norbiton station for the start and via Berrylands station at the end. Watch out for the full details.

Remembrance Sunday 2009
Prayer for Peace on Remembrance Sunday has become an established feature of the SLIFG calendar. After 5 years at St Matthew's Church, Brixton, there were two years at Southwark Cathedral. Then we were able to break new ground when the event took place at Kingston Mosque in 2007. Last year we were pleased to share with Greenwich Multi Faith Forum in an event at the Firepower Museum in Woolwich.
This year, on Sunday 8 November we shall be returning to Southwark Cathedral for an event held jointly with the World Congress of Faiths and beginning at 4.15pm. In addition, the Hans Küng Global Ethic exhibition will be set up in the Cathedral for a period that includes Remembrance Sunday.
If you would like to know more about any of the items in this Newsletter please contact
Alan Gadd
24 Holmewood Gardens, London SW2 3RS

020 8678 8977
secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk 

