MARRIAGE       IN       ZOROSTRIANISM 

BASED ON THE OLDEST SCRIPTURAL FRAGMENTS OF HOLY SONGS (GATHAS)
Glossary: 

Ahura= Lord (God)

Mazda= Wisdom (Wise)

Ahura Mazda or Mazda Ahura= Wise Lord (God in Zoroastrianism)
Zoroaster or Zarathushtra the name of the prophet

Good religion or Mazdean or Mazdayasni (Worshippers of Wisdom), Zoroastrian religion 

Spitma, the Prophet's tribal reference.
Pourchista, the youngest daughter of the Prophet

Kavi Vishtaspa, the spiritual heir of the faith

Frashaostra, a religious leader.
Yasna 53

1-The most ardent prayer of Spitma Zarathushtra has been heard

May Ahura Mazda in harmony with Truth grant him the blessing of good life for all time.

May this be given to those who because of him have understood and practised the words and deeds of the Good Religion.

2-May Kavi Vishtaspa, the spiritual heir of Spitma Zarathushtra and Frashaostra seek in thought, word and deed his fullness of Wisdom. May they have faith in the worship of Mazda and establish the straight path of the Religion which Aura laid down for the Saviours.   

3-O Pouchista, descendant of Spitmas and youngest of daughters of Zarathushtra, Ahura has given you this man as a constant companion Good Mind, Truth and Wisdom. So commune with him through your will, wisely performing the most benevolent acts of Devotion.

4-Indeed I will love him, be as a father to my children, husband, master of the herdsmen or member of the family. Being adherent to the righteous may the sun-like heritage of Mazda’s Good Mind dedicate me to the Good Religion for all time.

5-I address words of advice to the brides and to you O, bridegrooms.
So listen carefully to these teachings: being versed in religious doctrines, learn to value the life of the Good Mind. May each of you strive with the other to attain Truth? Indeed, this will be to him or her, a blessed existence.

6-In this way, O men or women, you will unite with Truth. Whatever you perceive to be advantageous to the seekers of the lie, that shall be taken from them. Then they shall be served with foul food and wail piteously. Bliss shall withdraw from those who scorn Righteousness.
O evil ones, by your own actions you have destroyed the spiritual life for yourselves.

7-But the blessed recompense of holding fast to this sacramental vow will be yours, O brides and bridegrooms so long as fervent love is rooted within you. Then the sprit of deceit, dodging back and forth, vanishes completely.

Should you forsake this sacramental trust, then at the last gasp your cry will be “Woe!”

8-May all such workers of evil be crushed by their own deceits and perish howling.

May good rules inflict death upon them, but bring peace to the rejoicing villagers. Let the evil ones be confounded and laid low in the bonds of death, and let it be soon.

Marriage Traditions Based on the Records
1- Marriage is a sacramental bond.

2- Marriage is the celebration of trust.

3- The two parties must choose wisely themselves to undertake the marriage vows.

4- There should be mutual respect and complete equality.

5- The marriage is monogamous and not consanguine.
6- Divorce is not easy to obtain except for special reasons such as infertility or insanity.

7- There might be temptation but has to be driven away by ‘sacramental vow’.

