SOUTH LONDON INTER FAITH GROUP
Annual General Meeting, 13 March 2011
Secretary’s Report

The Programme during 2010/11
	Sunday

14 March
	AGM and presentation on the Chaplaincy, at Trinity Hospice, Clapham Common, starting at 4pm

	Tuesday

11 May
	Evening visit to Chabad Lubavitch in Wimbledon

	Saturday

3 July
	All day South London Inter Faith Walk, in Thornton Heath and North Croydon, with Faiths Together in Croydon, visiting Parchmore Methodist Church, Shree Sakthy Ghanapathy Temple, Mayday Hospital Worship Centre, Croydon Mosque, Oshwal Mahajanwadi Dehrasar Jain Temple, Bhagwati Kunj Hindu Mandir and Croydon Gurdwara Nanak Community Centre

	Saturday

17 July
	Afternoon excursion to Havelock Road Gurdwara in Southall

	Sunday

3 October
	Afternoon meeting on ‘Scriptural Explorations in Local Inter Faith Groups’ at the Hyderi Islamic Centre, Streatham Common

	Sunday

14 November
	Inter Faith Prayers for Peace on Remembrance Sunday, at the Memorial Hospital, Shooters Hill, starting at 12 noon

	Sunday

20 February
	Afternoon visit to the Jewish Museum in Camden Town


Lunchtime Meetings
Informal lunchtime meetings have been held every month on a Thursday at Streatham Friends Meeting House. After a vegetarian lunch there is an hour to exchange news and experiences of inter faith activities. Themes have included the Catholic Bishops’ statement ‘Meeting God in Friend and Stranger’, experience of visits to Palestine, spiritual care at St Christopher’s Hospice, and Holocaust Memorial Day.
Scriptural Explorations

Following a pilot series in 2009, two sets of three meetings were held at Streatham Friends Meeting House during June: a set of Tuesday afternoon meetings and a set of Thursday evening meetings. On each occasion texts relevant to the theme ‘death’ were presented from the sacred writings of either two or three faiths. In all, texts from nine faiths were presented on Tuesday afternoons and seven on Thursday evenings. 
Educational activities
Inter faith training for Anglican lay ministers is now under the wing of the diocesan inter faith relations group but is still led by Helen Bailey, and other SLIFG members have helped to resource the training. 

Siriol Davies has a diocesan role in education chaplaincy development (FE and HE), and again SLIFG members have been among those assisting her at particular events.
Inter Faith walks in 2012

Attempts have been made to promote the proposed London-wide local inter faith walks on 14 and 15 July 2012, just before the Olympics, but little progress seems to have been made so far.

Review of membership and mailings
The process of reviewing membership and mailings was carried through during 2010 and at the end of the year the mailing list of 177 was made up as follows.
Committee and volunteers

 15

Honorary members


  5

Other members


149

Promotional mailings


  8
Of the 177, 65 had elected to receive information by e-mail.
Bank Account

A new bank account has been opened recently, with the Co-operative Bank. The account with the Halifax has served SLIFG well for many years, but it lacks certain desirable facilities which will become available with the new account.
The Committee

At last year’s AGM, I was elected as Secretary and Ebrahim Rashid was elected as Treasurer. The other committee members elected at the AGM were Rizwan Alibhai, Helen Bailey, Balbir Singh Bakhshi, Tima Beckett, Louis Kleinman, Rashid Laher, Ganesh Lall, Thelma Lewis, and Bernard Mordan.
Bernard Mordan was reappointed as Membership Secretary.
The Committee was again strengthened by the cooption of Sarah Thorley and Siriol Davies.
John Beckett has assisted the Committee’s work as minutes secretary. John has also continued to coordinate the postal mailing of information to members, assisted by several others. 
The Committee met on 6 occasions during the year.

Alan Gadd
11 March 2011
