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Scriptural Explorations on ‘Death’
Scriptural Explorations are multi-faith meetings at which selected scripture texts from several faiths, all relating to a chosen theme, are presented briefly and discussed. Practical constraints usually dictate that texts from no more than three faiths can be presented at a single meeting, so a set of three meetings is required for texts from nine faiths to be presented. Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, and Zoroastrian texts are to be included in separate afternoon and evening sets of meetings this month as follows.

Tuesdays 

2.30 - 4.30pm

15th, 22nd, and 29th June

Thursdays 

7.00 – 9.00pm

17th and 24th June and 1st July

The theme this time will be ‘Death’, perhaps the most basic feature of our common humanity and thus very appropriate for these meetings. The venue is to be Streatham Friends Meeting House, Redlands Way, Roupell Park Estate, Brixton Hill, SW2 3LU 

Presenters from the nine faiths have been invited to select, from their scriptures or sacred writings, texts that are related to the theme and to present these chosen texts at one of the meetings. Each meeting is planned for 2 hours, with texts presented from three faiths. A 10-minute period is available for each presentation. That will leave 20 minutes for questions and discussion after each presentation and a further 30 minutes for general discussion. Copies of an English translation of the chosen texts will be available for all participants.

There is still time to enrol for these Scriptural Explorations - just inform Alan Gadd (contact details at the end of this newsletter) as soon as you can.

South London Inter Faith Walk 2010

The 2010 Walk will take place on Saturday 3 July, beginning in Thornton Heath and moving into North Croydon. Sarah Thorley has planned the walk along with Penny Smith-Orr of Faiths Together in Croydon and has produced a map with all the details. Out of 7 places of worship to be visited, the first 6 all lie conveniently on the 250 bus route.
The Walk will start at 9.45am with a visit to Parchmore Methodist Church, Youth and Community Centre, in Thornton Heath. Leaving there at 11am we will make a brief stop at the Shree Sakthy Ghanapathy Hindu Temple on the way to Mayday Hospital’s Barnabas Worship Centre. Then on to nearby Croydon Mosque where the visit will include midday prayers and a break for the vegetarian packed lunches we are asked to bring with us. Just a short walk will take us to the Oshwal Mahajanwadi Dehrasar Jain Temple and then a longer walk or bus ride to the Bhagwati Kunj Hindu Mandir in Oakfield Rd. We are due at Croydon Gurdwara for our final visit of the day at 5.45pm, and there is the option of staying on for worship 6.30 – 8pm followed by food in the Langar.
This will be Sarah’s 14th annual Walk in an unbroken series since 1997, and the 8th, since 2003, organised in collaboration with the relevant local inter faith organisation. Now there will just be 2011 – SLIFG’s 30th anniversary year as it happens – before the Olympic Walks of 2012. Ideally, there will be as many as possible local inter faith walks across the whole of London during the weekend 14 and 15 July 2012. 
Excursion to Havelock Road Gurdwara in Southhall
We are grateful to Balbir Singh Bakhshi who has arranged Saturday 17th July as the date for an excursion to Havelock Road Gurdwara in Southhall, arriving there at 3.30pm. This follows previous SLIFG summer excursions outside South London, to Canterbury Cathedral in 2008 and Woking Mosque in 2009. It is proposed that there be a minibus leaving Brixton for Southall at 2pm on July 17th, but of course for others it will be more convenient to travel directly to the Gurdwara. Watch out for further details.
Another date for your diary
Sunday 3rd October is the date of the annual networking meeting for representatives of local inter faith organisations and SACREs across South London. Details will be given in the next mailing.
Remembrance Sunday
Remembrance Sunday is observed on the nearest Sunday to 11th November - the date in 1918 of the Armistice that ended the Great War. Mindful of continuing wars and conflicts of every kind, South London Inter Faith Group has marked Remembrance Sunday with Inter Faith Prayers for Peace every year since 2000. This year Remembrance Sunday falls on 14th November and we plan to be at the Memorial Hospital in Shooter’s Hill, Greenwich, for Prayers at 12noon, followed by lunch at 1pm. The Memorial Hospital was built in 1925 as a memorial to victims of the Great War, so has a particular link with Remembrance Sunday. Nowadays the Memorial Hospital is part of the Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust where our SLIFG member Qaisra Khan is the Spiritual and Cultural Care Coordinator.
The timing of this year’s Remembrance Sunday event is designed to make it possible to go on after lunch to the nearby Firepower Museum in Woolwich for the annual Multi Faith Act of Remembrance.

Monthly lunch meetings at Streatham Friends Meeting House

Lunchtime meetings on a Thursday once a month are now well established at the Friends Meeting House, Redlands Way, SW2 3LU where Simon Kewer, a member of Streatham Friends, gives invaluable support. A vegetarian lunch is available at 12.30pm, and on several occasions recently we have enjoyed the delicious food prepared by Noorbegum Rahim. From 1pm until 2pm news and experiences of inter faith activities are shared, perhaps with a short talk on a particular topic. In May for example, Fr David Standley and Sr Jo Harvey introduced us to ‘Meeting God in Friend and Stranger’ which is a newly published teaching document from the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales on ‘fostering respect and mutual understanding between the religions’.

The remaining dates for 2010 are Thursdays June 24, July 29, August 26, September 30, October 28, November 25 and December 16
Do come and join us on one of these Thursdays if you can.
Committee 2010/11
The Mulberry Room at Trinity Hospice, Clapham Common, proved a very good venue for the AGM on March 14th. We were very grateful to Caroline Clarke, Adeela Shabazz and Thelma Lewis for presenting ‘A Chaplain’s Eye View’ of the Hospice after its major refurbishment. 

The following were elected to the Committee for 2010/11.

Rizwan Ali Bhai, Helen Bailey, Balbir Singh Bakhshi, Tima Beckett, Alan Gadd (as Secretary), Louis Kleinman, 
Rashid Laher, Ganesh Lall, Thelma Lewis, Bernard Mordan and Ebrahim Rashid (as Treasurer).
There are no changes from last year. Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faith traditions are represented among those elected.

At its first meeting on March 28th, 2010/11 Committee reappointed Bernard Mordan as Membership Secretary and invited Sarah Thorley and Siriol Davies to continue as co-opted members, which they have agreed to do.
Chabad Wimbledon
On May 11th there was a very interesting visit to Chabad Lubavitch – a mystical strand within Hasidic Judaism – in Wimbledon. Enthusiastic participation by Wimbledon Interfaith Group and others ensured a good attendance to hear Rabbi Nissan Dovid Dubov’s presentation. Our thanks to Louis Kleinman for setting this up.
If you would like to enquire about any of the items in this Newsletter please contact the Secretary

Alan Gadd
24 Holmewood Gardens, London SW2 3RS

020 8678 8977
secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk
