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AUTUMN 2013 NEWSLETTER
SLIFG future event
Exhibition to be shown at City Hall in Inter Faith Week – from Monday 18 November
Selected images from WALKING AND TALKING: inter faith walks in south London exhibition are to be showcased at City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE1 2AA (at Tower Bridge) during national Inter Faith Week and the following week. A reception hosted by the Mayor of London on 18 November will be attended by representatives of SLIFG. The exhibition will then be shown for a fortnight in the café space. The photos and texts highlight the 15 years of inter faith walks organised by South London Inter Faith Group, focusing on the 13 successful walks in Olympic year.  Open from Monday 18 November to Friday 29 November from 8.30am-6pm (5.30pm on Friday), it is closed at weekends.  Come and meet your friends for a good lunch in the very good value café!   Contact Sarah Thorley for more information: thorleysarah@yahoo.co.uk
Other future event
Ashura inter faith and Remembrance Day commemoration - Sunday 10 November at 7pm
Hyderi Islamic Centre are inviting friends of faith to join them in commemorating the tragedy of Karbala – a story of Wahhab, the Christian martyr of Karbala.  A group of young Shia Muslims will re-enact a play with narratives from the stories of the tragedy.  The event will also mark Remembrance Day through prayers.  Food will be served at the end. Venue: Hyderi Islamic Centre, 26 Estreham Road, Streatham Common, SW16 5PQ. Contact Rizwan Alibhai for more information: rizwanalibhai@aol.com. 
Other possible future events

Possible visit to Korean Buddhist temple and Tamil Hindu Mandir, Kingston-upon-Thames is postponed until further notice. 
Monthly lunchtime meetings
SLIFG holds simple lunchtime meetings on the last Thursday of each month at Streatham Friends Meeting House, Redlands Way, Roupell Park Estate, Brixton Hill, SW2 3LU.  A vegetarian lunch is served at 12.30pm then from 1pm to 2pm a chance to share inter faith news and experiences, and discuss any matters of current concern to SLIFG.  Next meetings are:  31 October, 28 November and 19 December. For more information and if you can come contact Alan Gadd: alangadd@yahoo.co.uk, 020 8678-8977.  Meetings are well-received, generally with a theme and sometimes a speaker.  

Other events
National Inter Faith Week:  Inter Faith Week 2013 will run from Sunday 17 to Saturday 23 November in England, Northern Ireland and Wales. More information: http://www.interfaithweek.org/
SLIFG news
Walks exhibition successfully hosted for two weeks by Southwark Cathedral 

WALKING AND TALKING: inter faith walks in south London exhibition, was officially launched on Tuesday 16 July with a showing of the promotional film of the walks.  The event was attended by up to 50 members of SLIFG and others of different faiths.  Canon Bruce Saunders welcomed the exhibition, SLIFG committee member Sarah Thorley, organiser of the 15 previous inter faith walks, introduced it, and Bhikkhu Nagase from the Battersea Park Peace Pagoda offered a Buddhist blessing.  The BBC were filming a week in the life of cathedrals which will shortly be screened.
SLIFG appreciated being able to hold the exhibition in the Cathedral where it got so much exposure not only to south Londoners but to people from all over the country and the world, as testified in the Visitors Book.  Many encouraging comments were along the lines of: 'We should be doing this in Texas/New Zealand/Canary Isles/Japan/Pakistan/Italy . . . . '  
It was closed on the evening of 28 July with an inter faith iftar (breaking the fast each evening for Ramadan), jointly organised by SLIFG and Hyderi Islamic Centre, based in Streatham Common. More than 80 people from various faiths took part. Short talks were delivered by two Muslim speakers representing the Sunni and Shia traditions within Islam, followed by brief video clips showing some of the 'Ramadan Reflections' featured on Channel 4 throughout the fasting month this year. As dusk fell, a recording of the adhan (the Muslim call to prayer in Arabic) was played. This was both a historical and ethereal moment in the Cathedral's ancient history as the melodious call to prayer resonated and echoed around the Cathedral's vaulted ceilings. While the adhan sounded, plates of dates and other dried fruits were passed around to mark the end of the fast in the traditional way and share its blessings (barakah in Arabic). This was followed by 10 minutes of Muslim congregational prayers in the Education Centre at which all were welcome to be present. Finally, a delicious vegetarian biriani and other spicy savouries, courtesy of the Hyderi Centre, was served to all. 
Many positive comments were reported and it served both as an inter faith and an intra faith event, as various Muslim denominations prayed together (some, for the first time) and a Roman Catholic revealed that it was her first time ever in an Anglican cathedral. Christians and Muslims alike commented on how beautifully the Arabic call to prayer resonated in the Cathedral building. Even an atheist was moved to joy and felt something of the spirit!  A great time and a memorable event enjoyed by everyone.
Inter faiths walks DVD for sale

Please contact SLIFG for a copy priced at £10. The promotion film (15 minutes) and exhibition are available to hire.  Contact Sarah Thorley on 0208-674-5447.  For more information on organising a walk or getting involved in inter faiths events in your area go to: www.southlondoninterfaith.org and specifically: http://www.southlondoninterfaith.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/IF-walk-guidance.pdf
Lambeth Country Show

The Lambeth Country Show took place in Brockwell Park on Saturday and Sunday, 20 and 21 July. SLIFG worked with Faiths Together in Lambeth and other groups to have an Inter Faith Stall which was staffed by a range of members and visited by a variety of interested people. 
Other news

Lambeth inter faith walk took place in September organised by local group Faiths Together in Lambeth visiting five centres in the north of the borough. Around 50 walkers visited North Brixton Islamic Centre, the Scalabrini Mission, Jamyang Buddhist Centre, St Anselm’s Church and the new Diamond Way Buddhist Centre. See: www.faithstogetherinlambeth.org/about-us/reports-and-news/199-ifw-2013-by-jane-wenlock for a good report (printed copies available on request).

Bottom of Form

A large print version of this newsletter is available on request
Do you have any news, events, new ideas or just want to find out more?  
Please contact the Secretary Rashid Laher: secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk
