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AUTUMN 2011 NEWSLETTER
SLIFG future events
October, November, December Lunchtime meetings
SLIFG holds simple lunchtime meetings on the last Thursday of each month at Streatham Friends Meeting House, Redlands Way, Roupell Park Estate, Brixton Hill, SW2 3LU.  All are welcome.  Please arrive in time for a vegetarian lunch served at 12.30pm. Then from 1pm to 2pm there is the opportunity to share inter faith news and experiences, and to discuss any matters of current concern to SLIFG.  Do contact Alan Gadd for more information and to let him know if you can come.  Next meetings are: October 27 when Ganesh Lall will speak about Hinduism in the UK today, November 24 which is during national Inter Faith Week and December 22.  alangadd@yahoo.co.uk, 8678 8977.

Remembrance Sunday is on Sunday 13 November when there will be Inter Faith Prayers for Peace. Come with a prayer or just come anyway.  We meet at 1pm at the Guru Har Rai Sikh Gurdwara, 58 Lower Marsh Lane, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 3BJ
See separate flyer or website for DETAILS
Other possible future events

Meeting for representatives of inter faith organisations across south London is hoped now to take place in January and focus on encouraging south London’s inter faith representatives to organise local inter faiths walks during the weekend of 14/15 July, just before the Olympics.
Keep an eye on the website for upcoming events.

Happy 30th birthday!

This year as you might know sees the 30th anniversary of the founding of South London Inter Faith Group.  We are looking forward to the next 30 and will celebrate in different ways in the future.  Enclosed with this newsletter is a new 30th anniversary leaflet.  Please contact the Secretary if you wish to have more copies, for your place of worship or work or for anyone else.  They are available free. 
Other events

Diwali celebrations at the Caribbean Hindu Cultural Society are on Wednesday 26 October from 7.30pm.  The centre invites SLIFG members to celebrate Diwali with them at 16 Ostade Road, off Upper Tulse Hill, SW2 2BA. 

National inter faith week

The third National Inter Faith Week will run in England, Wales and Northern Ireland from 20-26 November, and in Scotland a week later.  Keep an eye on the website for local events. 
SLIFG news

Scriptural explorations on Healthy Lifestyles - June
Scriptural Explorations are multi-faith meetings at which selected scripture texts from different faiths, relating to the chosen theme, are presented briefly and discussed. The theme ‘Healthy Lifestyles’ came from an idea from a research project being run by Dr Haider Ali of the Open University, hoping that the texts of different faiths could be used to encourage healthier lifestyles among faith community members.  Meetings took place on Wednesday afternoons in June at Streatham Friends Meeting House.  The events were quite well-attended and in total there were 11 presentations over four weeks by representatives of eight of the nine major faiths in south London.  To achieve all this is quite ground-breaking in the UK.  We hope it might be possible to run similar explorations next year. 
Inter faith walk - Greenwich, Plumstead and Woolwich – July 
Despite bursts of heavy rain around 50 people took part in the 15th annual inter faith walk this year in Greenwich, Plumstead and Woolwich.  The start was the Prayer Space on the Greenwich Peninsula’s multi faith chaplaincy, then to the Greenwich Islamic Centre, followed by the Greenwich Hindu Mandir (for an excellent lunch) then the Lei Zang Si Buddhist Temple, followed by St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church and lastly to the Ramgahria Sikh Gurdwara (to join in excellent langar - food).   It was ably organised by Sarah Thorley and Balbir Singh Bakhshi.  We are most grateful to Sarah for organising 15 consecutive years of walks. This was her last and she was warmly thanked by SLIFG Secretary Rashid Laher on behalf of the whole group.  
Other recent events

Introduction to Hinduism and Hindu culture

The Caribbean Hindu Cultural Society ran an interesting free 13-session introductory course on Hinduism and Hindu culture at the Hindu Centre on Sunday afternoons in the summer, which some members enjoyed attending.  
Monthly lunchtime meeting - August 
Catriona Robertson of the London Boroughs Faiths Network attended the August meeting which attracted 28 people.  It focused on the summer riots, with some strongly-held and differing views on the role of parental discipline.
Resources

Bridges and Barriers to Hindu-Christian Relations is a report by, and available from, the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies, commissioned by the Hindu-Christian Forum UK.  
You and SLIFG – please get in touch!
How long have you been a member of SLIFG and why did you join?  Do you attend events?  If not, why not?  Are we meeting our aims and objectives in your view?  What might we do better?  What are we doing well?  Can you contribute a skill to helping us continue or develop in new ways? Now’s the time to step forward!  Let Rashid know.    

A large print version of this newsletter is available on request

Do you have any news, events, new ideas or just want to find out more?  Please contact the Secretary Rashid Laher: secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk or Helen Bailey: mshbailey@gmail.com
