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The motto of the Scriptural Reasoning charity "better quality disagreement" summarises the fundamental aim and purposes of SR as a practice of people of diverse faiths reading their sacred texts together in order to highlight and understand religious differences.  My own personal passion for SR arises in part as a reaction to an "interfaith industry", the controlling structures it has created, and its closeness to government money and political agendas.  The dictum "when you take the King's shilling..." is highly relevant to interfaith developments since the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and 7/7 in which interfaith and faith-based organisations have become recipients of large amounts of government money, in order to deliver a community cohesion agenda which seeks to privilege consensus over disagreement.  As a necessary consequence of their taking public money and becoming agents of service delivery, faith-based bodies which ought to be founded upon God, prayer and looking deeply into sacred scripture have in some cases partially "isomorphed" into a kind of ecclesiastical division of the civil service.
 

Scriptural Reasoning in the Oxford School tradition reclaims the fundaments of our ancient and rich traditions of scripture reading and understanding the Divine Word, as given in the historical examples of Islam's prophet in textual discourse with the Christian delegation of Najran, or the rich and scholarly tradition of Jewish, Christian and Islamic exegetical polemics in the Middle Ages.  In the modern context, Scriptural Reasoning owes its origin to an intra-Jewish practice of "Textual Reasoning" in which American Jewish rabbinical scholars and Jewish academics of philosophy and the social sciences began a conversation as to whether in a post-Holocaust context, the ancient Biblical and rabbinic literature might be enlivened anew into the service of "tikkun olam" - "healing of the world".  In time, first Christian and then Muslim academics joined the margins of this conversation evolving Textual Reasoning into interfaith Scriptural Reasoning.
 

From the Academy, this practice is now dispersed across the United States and Britain in networks of local groups, and instrumental in this has been Revd William Campbell-Taylor who founded the first community SR group in London.  The Three Faiths Forum has also taken SR-type reading into schools for young people.  The next, and for me, most exciting chapter of all, is the astonishing development by the South London Inter Faith Group of textual study across all the major world faiths, and your pioneering work at SLIFG is being watched with keen interest by Scriptural Reasoners across the Atlantic as well as here.  The SLIFG "Scriptural Explorations" programme does indeed go boldly where no man has gone before, and it has been my honour to share the early part of the story with you, and now to pass on the torch to Alan Gadd and friends with the dot, dot, dot of a story which you are continuing.
