South London Interfaith Group
 2nd Committee Meeting of 2016/7 Final  Minutes 30.06.2016


Minutes of the South London Inter Faith Group 2nd Committee meeting of 2016/7 held on Thursday 30th June at 14.15 to 15.45 hours at The Friends Meeting House, Roupell Park, Lambeth
1. Welcome and Apologies

Phil Cotgreave de Rahman (Secretary) welcomed all present to the Committee meeting.
Other committee members present: Ebrahim Rashid (Treasurer); RashidAli Lather (Membership Secretary); Sheila Wharton and Alan Gadd.

Apologies were recorded as have been given by Balbir Singh Bakhshi; Rizwan AliBhai and Thelma Lewis.

2. Review of minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 31sth March 2016
Phil Cotgreave de Rahman invited everyone to spend 5 minutes silently reviewing the draft minutes.

3. Matters arising & ratification with or without amendments of the previous minutes.  
Some typographical errors were pointed out. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman noted these and undertook to correct them before archiving the final version of the minutes.
4. Review of Actions agreed of the meeting of Thursday 31st March 2016

i. Item 5: Alan Gadd reported that the handover of the membership database to Rashid Laher was on hold.
Action: Alan Gadd to complete of the full update of the database, following the processing of this year’s membership forms, and then resume the handover.
ii. Item 6: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman reported that he had spoken to Ganesh Lall by telephone to convey news of the latter’s appointment as an Honorary Member. Ganesh had accepted with pleasure and sent good wishes to all committee members.

iii. Item 7a: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman said that he would communicate with committee members by e-mail except in the case of Thelma Lewis for whom a combination of telephone and hard copy in the post would be needed.
iv. Item 7b: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman had spoken further with Rizwan AliBhai about Whatsapp. No further action was planned.
v. Item 8: The proposal to arrange an awayday for committee members was discussed. A variety of venues and styles of meeting were suggested. It was agreed to arrange an awayday for committee members on Saturday 30th July, 10am – 3pm. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman advised modest, achievable objectives for this first awayday.
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to arrange the committee awayday.
vi. Item 9: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman and Ebrahim Rashid had visited Tini Brodie at her home in Balham where they had enjoyed excellent hospitality and a fruitful discussion of the proposed inter faith discussion group. The committee welcomed the possibility of such a group, perhaps meeting at Tini’s home two or three times a year. 
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to liaise with Tini Brodie and Ebrahim Rashid about taking this forward, including the consideration of a topic (or topics) for discussion and the choice of those to be invited.

vii. Item 12: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman had investigated minibus costs and concluded that these were too great for there to be any further action at present.

viii. Item 3(ii) Phil Cotgreave de Rahman reported that Margaret Holland had made enquiries of a number of institutions in relation to Sarah Thorley’s aspiration to find a place for a SLIFG archive, but with no result as yet.
There was no further news of Sarah’s other offer, to update the information in her 2007 report about inter faith organizations active in the 13 South London boroughs.
5. Treasurer’s Report.
i. Ebrahim Rashid reported that there was currently £3736.14 in the SLIFG bank account.
ii. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman reminded committee members that expenses they incurred could be reclaimed from the treasurer. 
iii. SLIFG finances are likely to show a small surplus each year at present. Sheila Wharton asked how this should be used. It was agreed this could be considered at the planned committee awayday. 
6. Annual Inter Faith Seminar & Iftar at the Hyderi Islamic Centre
‘Hatred and Extremism – the Scourge of Our Times’
Alan Gadd reported that posters for this event on 3rd July had been sent by e-mail to all members for whom SLIFG had an e-mail address and additionally by post to those without e-mail who had paid a 2016 subscription.
7. Widening Faith Representation and Consideration of Co-options to the Committee.

Alan Gadd mentioned some hopes of identifying Hindu and Jewish persons who could be considered for membership of the committee. None of these hopes had yet been realised. 
8. Dates of future committee meetings 

After brief discussion it was agreed to continue with committee meetings every three months on Thursday afternoons following SLIFG lunch meetings.
Next meeting: 29th September 2016

Planned future meeting dates: 15th December 2016 and 30th March 2017

9. RashidAli Laher reported on his attendance at an EGM of the Inter Faith network for the UK and distributed information about Inter Faith Week 2016 (13-20 November).
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