South London Interfaith Group
 1st Committee Meeting of 2017/18 Final Minutes 30.03.2017

Final Minutes of the South London Inter Faith Group 1st committee meeting of 2017/18 held on Thursday 30th March 2017, 14.15 - 16.15 hours, at The Friends Meeting House, Roupell Park, Lambeth
1. Welcome and Apologies

Phil Cotgreave de Rahman (Secretary) welcomed all present to the committee meeting, especially those elected for the first time at the recent AGM.
Other members present: Balbir Singh Bakhshi, Ebrahim Rashid (Treasurer), Rod Sazio, Maureen Johnson, Sheila Wharton, RashidAli Laher and Alan Gadd.

Apologies had been received from Rizwan AliBhai.

Phil also welcomed PC Damon Tulloch-Foley and Aaron Thorp Johnson as observers.
In response to a question from Balbir, Phil clarified Damon’s role as an observer.

2. Review of minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th December 2016
Phil Cotgreave de Rahman invited everyone to silently review the draft minutes.

3. Matters arising & ratification with or without amendments of the previous minutes.
Regarding item 6 (Review of Sunday 13 November event) it was noted that Ken Woolhouse was arranging a themed session on ‘Forgiveness’ at the monthly lunch meeting on 27th April. There had been no further news from Shereen Lincoln about future events in the 13 November format.

Action: Maureen Johnson to ask Shereen about this

The draft minutes were ratified as the final version of the minutes for archiving.
4. Review of Actions agreed at the meeting of Thursday 15th December 2016

i. Item 4i: It was agreed to leave the role of Membership Secretary unfilled at present.
ii. Item 4ii: Sarah Thorley had agreed to become an Honorary Member
iii. Item 4iii: There was no news of Rizwan AliBhai having spoken to Shereen Lincoln about ‘Understanding Religion through Art’. Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to make enquiries.
iv. Item 5ii: In the database, Siriol Davies remains in the ‘promotional’ category. Catriona Robertson has paid a subscription for 2017.
v. Item 7ii: Sheila Wharton had distributed the link to the Peace of Cake event. Subsequently Phil Cotgreave de Rahman had met with Sheila and Asma Meer who had both spoken about Peace of Cake at the SLIFG AGM on 19th March.

vi. Item 10: On further consideration it had been decided that access to Goldsmith’s Community Hall by public transport might be too difficult, so instead arrangements were made to hold the AGM at Christ Church Streatham. Sheila Wharton questioned why Streatham was considered more accessible than Catford and it was agreed to give further consideration to the choice of venue for future SLIFG events.
Action: (1) Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to put the matter of SLIFG venues on the agenda of a future committee meeting.
Action (2) All committee members to think about suitable venues and make suggestions.
vii. Item 10: Alan Gadd apologised that due to pressure of time he had not involved RashidAli Laher in the AGM mailing.
5. Treasurer’s report
i. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman referred to the accounts for 2016 which Ebrahim Rashid had presented at the AGM. Rod Sazio at the AGM had spotted an inconsistency with the minutes of the 2015 AGM as regards the 2015 surplus. Alan Gadd had investigated and reported that it was the minutes that were in error (by £1).
ii. Ebrahim reported that subscriptions for 2017 were arriving in the post and that he was in the process of logging and banking these.
iii. Sheila Wharton noted that there was £3905.02 in the bank on 1.1.17 and asked about ideas for spending money. RashidAli Laher stressed the importance of holding some reserves. Alan Gadd recalled that accumulated reserves had been used to fund significant projects in the past, like the 2012 Walks and the 2013 Exhibitions.
iv. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman recalled Rizwan AliBhai’s plea at the AGM that more funds be raised to enhance the work of SLIFG. It was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting.
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to put fundraising on the next agenda.

v. Ebrahim Rashid reported a meeting with Warwick Hawkins who had worked in the Department of Communities and Local Government and who may have useful suggestions about fundraising. It was agreed that a small group should meet with Warwick.
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to investigate the possibility that he, Ebrahim and RashidAli Laher hold a meeting with Warwick Hawkins.
vi. Bank signatories were reviewed and it was agreed that there should continue to be four authorized signatories with any two to sign. It was also agreed that in future the authorized signatories would be Phil Cotgreave de Rahman, Ebrahim Rashid, Alan Gadd and Rod Sazio.
Action: Alan Gadd to initiate the necessary actions with the Co-op Bank to change the signatories.

6. Expectations of one another as committee members
Rashid Laher led the discussion of this item by stressing the value of SLIFG as an organization and the importance of committee members’ commitment to attendance, communication and agreed tasks. Balbir Singh Bakhshi spoke of the importance of reading minutes and other documents in advance of meetings. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman agreed but felt that an opportunity to silently review the minutes at the start of meetings was also helpful. Phil acknowledged that he had initially been hesitant about accepting nomination for re-election, partly because he had been unsure of the general level of commitment shown by committee members.
Maureen Johnson checked out with other committee members the presence of Aaron Thorp Johnson as an observer. Everyone present expressed reassurance to Maureen on this point.
7. Review of AGM on 19th March at Christ Church Streatham
i. It was agreed that the AGM had been well-organised, well-chaired and had gone very well.
ii. Around 40 people had attended and had brought very nice food to share.
iii. The opportunity to see the church had been appreciated.
iv. The display boards had been a great help in creating a good setting for the AGM. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman recommended that some money be spent to provide adequate protective storage for the display boards. RashidAli Laher asked if the display board material was available in electronic form.
Action: RashidAli Laher to ask Sarah Thorley if the display board material was available in electronic form.
v. Noting the convivial atmosphere of the AGM, and the wealth of comments and suggestions offered, it was felt that more time could be scheduled for general networking at next year’s AGM.
Action: Alan Gadd to record the comments and suggestions when drafting the minutes of the AGM.

8. Visiting places of worship
Balbir Singh Bakhshi said it was of paramount importance to share basic religious information and in this way to generate mutual respect. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman suggested that we draw up a rota of visits to one another’s places of worship as a committee activity that would be open to all members. RashidAli Laher recommended that visits be arranged on Heritage Open Days. The following list was compiled.
Christ Church Streatham
Kingston Mosque
SGI Centre in Brixton
Gurdwara in Mason’s Hill
Tooting Bec Lido
Hyderi Islamic Centre
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to consider how a rota of visits might be set up.
9. Filling gaps in the membership of the SLIFG committee and future co-options.
Sheila Wharton said she would be meeting a humanist minister soon.
Phil Cotgreave de Rahman said he would be meeting a Hindu colleague in Balham on 8th April.

10. Ten Year Anniversary of the publication of reports by Sarah Thorley and Siriol Davies
Phil Cotgreave de Rahman reminded committee members of the two reports published in 2007 and available on the SLIFG website:
“Improved Understanding of South London’s Multi Faith Situation” by Sarah Thorley
“An Evaluation of Different Models of Inter Faith Activity” by Siriol Davies
Phil asked Alan Gadd to outline a proposed programme during 2017 to mark the 10th anniversary. Alan suggested four talks: 
1. Sarah Thorley to offer reflections about multi-faith South London 10 years on; 
2. Siriol Davies to offer reflections on the national inter faith scene 10 years on; 
3. Brian Pearce to share thinking on the dialogue between the religious and the non-religious; 
4. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to set out a vision for South London Inter Faith Group in the next 10 years.
It was agreed to hold an event along these lines in November 2017, around the time of national Inter Faith Week. The contact information in Sarah’s report, suitably updated, would be used to convene a strong gathering. Attention would be given to the active involvement of younger people.

11. Mental Health First Aid training
Maureen Johnson raised this topic, mentioning the 2-day courses promoted by Juney Muhammad of South London and Maudsley NHS Trust. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman agreed that MHFA was an important concept and spoke positively of his experience of a 2-day course offered through Faiths Together in Lambeth in 2015. RashidAli Laher informed the committee that he is a qualified Instructor for the 2-day MHFA course.

12. Frequency of committee meetings and proposed dates 
It was agreed to continue to hold committee meetings at Streatham Friends Meeting House on Thursday afternoons following SLIFG lunch meetings. It was further agreed to meet at two-monthly intervals. To reduce the rush after the lunch meeting ends at 2pm, committee meetings will in future start at 2.30pm and continue until 4.30pm at the latest.
On this basis the dates of committee meetings during 2017/18 will be March 30th, May 25th, July 27th, September 28th, November 30th and January 25th.

13. Awayday programme for committee members
Phil Cotgreave de Rahman outlined a programme for a committee awayday to take place at 24 Holmewood Gardens SW2 3RS, building on experience from last year.
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to choose 3 dates in liaison with Maureen Johnson and Alan Gadd and then consult all committee members in order to identify the best of the 3 dates.

14. Any other business
Damon Tulloch-Foley commented on the value of bringing inter faith awareness to those who do not yet share it. He also said that he would be able to suggest additional places of worship for visits, drawing on the work he does as the Faith Liaison Officer for Lambeth Police.
15. A period of shared silence was observed to bring the meeting to a close.
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