South London Interfaith Group
 4th Committee Meeting of 2016/17 Final Minutes 15.12.2016


Final Minutes of the South London Inter Faith Group 4th Committee meeting of 2016/17 held on Thursday 15th December at 14.15 to 15.30 hours at The Friends Meeting House, Roupell Park, Lambeth
1. Welcome and Apologies

Phil Cotgreave de Rahman (Secretary) welcomed all present to the committee meeting.
Other members present: Sheila Wharton, RashidAli Laher and Alan Gadd.

Apologies had been received from Thelma Lewis, Balbir Singh Bakhshi and Rizwan AliBhai. (apologies had also been sent by Ebrahim Rashid but had not been received due to technical issues.)
2. Review of minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 29th September 2016
Phil Cotgreave de Rahman invited everyone to silently review the draft minutes.

3. Matters arising & ratification with or without amendments of the previous minutes.  
The draft minutes were ratified as the final version of the minutes for archiving.
4. Review of Actions agreed of the meeting of Thursday 29th September 2016

It was noted that the action items were covered in the agenda except for the following.
i. Item 4i: The handover of the membership database to RashidAli Laher had been put on hold following a health concern. It would be resumed in the new year.
Action: Alan Gadd to resume the handover of the database to RashidAli Laher. 
ii. Item 4i: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman had not yet consulted Sarah Thorley about her willingness to be appointed an honorary member.
Action: Phil Cotgreave de Rahman to ask Sarah Thorley about becoming an honorary member.
iii. Item 11i: It was not known if Rizwan AliBhai had yet spoken to Shereen Lincoln about ‘Understanding Religion though Art’.
5. Membership, including review of promotional category.
i. Alan Gadd reported that since the previous meeting one existing member had renewed for 2016 and one completely new person had become a member.
ii. The committee reviewed the 9 persons whose details were included in the membership database for promotional reasons. It was agreed to retain Jon Dal Din, Habib Mansour and John Woodhouse in that category, and to remove Lesley Daisley, Alan Race and Iqbal Turk. Individual follow-up was agreed as follows: Siriol Davies by Rashid Laher; Catriona Robertson by Alan Gadd; Sarah Thorley by Phil Cotgreave de Rahman (see action at 4ii above).
Actions: RashidAli Laher and Alan Gadd to speak to Siriol Davies and Catriona Robertson respectively.
6. Review of Sunday 13 November event
The Remembrance Sunday (and Inter Faith Week) joint event with Faiths Together in Lambeth had taken place at St John the Divine Church in Vassall Road, Kennington. Alan Gadd had arranged a series of 7 prayers/readings on peace (up to 4 minutes each) and these occupied the first 30 minutes or so. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman had met several times with Shereen Lincoln, Maureen Johnson and Alan Gadd – including a preliminary visit to the church – to plan the session on living with loss that formed the second part of the programmme. Valerie Poole of Lambeth CRUSE had been invited to introduce that session (15 minutes) and she then attended the final planning meeting. Facilitators were arranged and briefed for a sharing of experiences and resources in groups (45 minutes).
Around 55 people attended the event and feedback had been very positive. The mix of faiths in the groups was found particularly helpful. The Mayor of Lambeth, Cllr Saleha Jaffer, had visited the event. The hosts at St John the Divine were exceptionally helpful, rearranging the chairs as decided in the planning and providing refreshments at the end.
Suggestions had been made for future events in this format by Shereen Lincoln and Ken Woolhouse. Ken’s idea related to the monthly lunch meeting at the Friends Meeting House. Phil Cotgreave de Rahman cautioned that the facilitators and the space available at St John the Divine had been important factors in the success of the event.
7. Other events
i. Sheila Wharton had attended the Faiths Together in Croydon event during Inter Faith Week.
ii. Sheila Wharton spoke about a Peace of Cake event at Goldsmiths Community Centre near Catford. Action: Sheila to distribute the link to a youtube video of the event.

iii. Alan Gadd gave information about a Christmas-Milad celebration at Hyderi Islamic Centre on 23 December. It was agreed that SLIFG should support and publicise this event.
8. Financial Report
In the absence of the Treasurer, Alan Gadd reported that the security token, needed to access bank account information on line, had stopped working and a replacement was awaited from Coop Bank.
Known transactions since the last meeting were £30 income from membership subscriptions/donations and £25 expenditure for a gift of thanks to St John the Divine Kennington (£25 was also given by Faiths Together in Lambeth).

9. Filling gaps and membership of the SLIFG committee and future co-options.
It was noted this item would now be overtaken by the AGM in March when the 2017/8 committee would be elected.

10. AGM venue and arrangements
The AGM would take place Sunday 19 March 2017. Sheila Wharton reported her enquiries re the Kagyu Samye Dzong and Jamyang centres; neither of these was available. 
Action: Sheila agreed to sound out the Goldsmith’s Community Hall near Catford and enquire about costs.
After-note. On further consideration it seemed that access to Goldsmith’s Community Hall by public transport might be too difficult, so Sheila did not go ahead with this action and other venues were investigated.
There would be a postal mailing to all members giving the notice of the meeting along with the minutes of the 2016 AGM, the financial accounts for 2016, and the committee nomination paper.
Action: Alan Gadd and RashidAli Laher to do the AGM mailing by the end of January.

11. Any other business
i  RashidAli Laher mentioned training material from Three Faiths Forum which could be of value.
ii  Phil Cotgreave de Rahman noted that it might be possible to limit the hire of the room for committee meetings to 3.30pm.

12. Dates of future committee meetings 
Next meeting: 30th March 2017
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