Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of South London Inter Faith Group on 19 March 2017 in the Parish Room at Christ Church Streatham
The display boards from the 2013 exhibition at City Hall were set up in the Parish Room before people arrived. The meeting gathered from 4pm for a 4.15pm start. The names of 28 members and 7 guests were recorded on the sign-in sheets. 
1. Phillipe Cotgreave de Rahman took the chair and welcomed everyone. He thanked Fr Steven Tricklebank and the Christ Church PCC for making the Parish Room available for the AGM and then gave the usual housekeeping notices. A period of silence was kept. Spare copies of the mailed papers were distributed to those requesting them.
2. Apologies had been received from Thelma Lewis, Diana Mills, Duncan Myers and John Woodhouse.
3. Minutes of the 2016 AGM on 13/3/16 
The minutes were read aloud in 5 sections by 5 different people. The minutes were approved after correction of the stated surplus of £650.47 for 2015 to £649.47 as in the financial statement – a discrepancy noted by Rod Sazio.
4. Matters arising from the minutes
Sarah Thorley referred to the two matters at 6.1 in the minutes. Regarding the search for a place to archive SLIFG records, Sarah commended the continuing efforts of Margaret Holland. Regarding an update of the list of local groups, this had not been done, but Sarah noted the new ‘Peace of Cake’ initiative in Lewisham. Sarah also mentioned the recent sudden death of Revd Andrew Wakefield, commenting that he would be greatly missed in inter faith work in Merton.
5. Secretary’s Report
Phillipe Cotgreave de Rahman referred to the 36 year history of South London Inter Faith Group and encouraged attendees to look at the material on display during the break. The organisation was now 10 years on from the publication of the reports by Sarah Thorley and Siriol Davies.
Philippe went on to report that lunch meetings had taken place each month on Thursdays at Streatham Friends Meeting House, and had been followed by committee meetings every third month. A committee awayday had taken place in July.
SLIFG had supported the inter faith iftar at the Hyderi Islamic Centre on 3 July, organised by Rizwan AliBhai.

A successful Remembrance Sunday (12th November) event with over 60 people present at St John the Divine Church in Kennington had been organised with Faiths Together in Lambeth. Brief prayers and readings had been presented from seven faiths and then facilitated group work had focused on living with loss.
6. Membership
Alan Gadd reported that 84 people had paid a membership subscription for 2016. In addition there were 7 honorary memberships, 5 promotional memberships and 8 committee members, so a voting membership of 104 compared with 102 a year before. A further 18 people had paid a subscription in 2015 but not in 2016. On past evidence it could be expected that some of these would revive their membership in future. Ganesh Lall and Sarah Thorley had joined the ranks of the honorary members in recognition of many years of service as committee members. 

7. Financial accounts
Ebrahim Rashid introduced the accounts for 2016 which showed an overall surplus of £681.62. Subscriptions and donations totalled £1138.51. The Thursday lunches again made a net contribution to funds. A question was raised about the increased insurance premium. It was confirmed that alternative insurers were being considered. The accounts were adopted.
8. Elections
Phillip Cotgreave de Rahman announced the full list of committee nominees, proposers and seconders. Since there were 9 nominations and the constitution allows 12 committee members, no voting was required and he declared the following to be elected for the coming year.

Secretary:
Phillipe Cotgreave de Rahman

Treasurer:
Ebrahim Rashid

Other committee members:

Rizwan Alibhai

Balbir Singh Bakhshi

Alan Gadd

Maureen Johnson

Rashid Laher

Rod Sazio

Sheila Wharton.
Absent from the nominations was Thelma Lewis who was standing down. Warm appreciation was expressed for Thelma’s service and a card was signed (it was her birthday).

Phillipe Cotgreave de Rahman thanked the elected committee members for their willingness to serve and announced that the first committee meeting of 2017/8 would take place on Thursday 30th March at 2.15pm at Streatham Friends Meeting House.
9. Any other business
9.1 Bruce Bebington announced an event to take place on 29th March about food poverty in the UK.
9.2 Ivor Smith-Cameron reminded the meeting of the desirability of Hindu and Jewish persons joining the SLIFG committee.

9.3 Sarah Thorley commended a human library event to take place in Clapham on 1 April.

9.4 Sarah Thorley expressed appreciation of the ‘Visit My Mosque’ events that had taken place early in February and argued that there should be ‘Visit My Church’ events.
9.5 Asma Meer gave information about a Christian/Muslim cricket match to be organised by Lewisham Interfaith Network.

9.6 Fouzia Razvi announced the Interfaith Walk in Lewisham on 21 May.

9.7 Rizwan AliBhai confirmed that an Interfaith Iftar would be held at Hyderi Islamic Centre again during Ramadan.

9.8 RashidAli Laher commended faith community involvement with Heritage Open Days as in Kingston. Christ Church Streatham - with its distinctive Star of David – would be taking part on 16 September.
9.9 Sheila Wharton and Asma Meer spoke enthusiastically about the ‘Peace of Cake’ events in Lewisham.

9.10 Phillip Cotgreave de Rahman invited people to write their ideas for future activities on the cards that had been provided. The cards were inspected after the meeting and the following suggestions had been recorded.
· Prayer list
· Women’s groups
· More walks in beautiful green areas and even outside London

· More get-togethers with bring and share food in different faith centres.
10. Philippe Cotgreave de Rahman concluded the business meeting by announcing the opportunity to see the adjoining church. Many attendees took up this opportunity. This was followed by a ‘bring and share’ meal which was much enjoyed. A cake provided by ‘Peace of Cake’ was cut and group photographs taken.
